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The slight resentment which he had suppressed
at hearing of another being deputed to carry out
an important commission to the Pope came to the
surface once more, and he was unable to quiet his
own mind. His vague fears were becoming
substantiated, and such was the simplicity of his
nature that he never attempted to conceal them
from others. The ugly menace of the nullity
court loomed up ahead, and the prospect grew
blacker as he contemplated it. For the King and
the Pope had got him in a mesh between them.
He did not see how his verdict could please them
both ; and, while the King was nearer, the Pope
was more powerful. For Wolsey had never ceased
to regard the Papal power as the one refuge to be
sought in the last resort, even in those days of
fading medicevalism. So, while he awaited
Campeggio's arrival, he contented himself by
administering within a smaller sphere.

All this time the wretched Queen Catherine
was kept in isolation from her friends and sub-
mitted to a daily persecution. It was now openly
known that the King desired divorce for no more
political purpose than a marriage with his former
mistress ; and, as this sank into the mind of the
country, the whole procedure became exceedingly
unpopular. Catherine's spirit remained resolute
and her determination unshaken, in spite of
galling interviews with the King and the Cardinal
Even the Pope, at one time, endeavoured to
persuade her to relent. That would have solved